
Start by reflecting on the strategies you learned about in "So You've Got a Writing 
Assignment. Now What?" Use those techniques as you review the assignment below and as 
you write your essay.  

Assignment Purpose: This week, we are establishing a foundation for the course by diving deep 
into the theme of hope. We’ll use Amanda Gorman's inaugural poem "The Hill We Climb," Fifi 
Baiden's TED Talk "Hope is a Verb," and the forward from Rebecca Solnit’s book Hope in the 
Dark as focal points for future discussions and reflections. 

Over the course of this quarter, your notion of hope will no doubt change. This week’s readings 
and videos might have already become catalysts for a change in your viewpoint. How does your 
own definition of hope align with Baiden's, Solnit’s, and Gorman's? Are there points in which 
you disagree? If so, how? If not, why do you feel you are all three in agreement? 

This assignment will give you the opportunity to begin the practice of academic writing by 
engaging in a conversation with other writers and speakers. Your essay will represent your ideas, 
but you will reference the ideas of others in order to respond to the prompt.  

 

The Prompt: 
Amanda Gorman ends her poem with these lines: 

When day comes we step out of the shade, 
aflame and unafraid, 
the new dawn blooms as we free it. 
For there is always light, 
if only we're brave enough to see it. 
If only we're brave enough to be it. 

Consider for a moment what Gorman means by "the shade" and "the light"? What does it mean 
to be "brave enough to see it" and "brave enough to be it"? We will return to these phrases many 
times this quarter.  
 
Fifi Baiden and Rebecca Solnit both talk about the relationship between hope and action. Why is 
this relationship important? Consider what hope might look like without action. Baiden says that 
"hope is a verb." He talks about "doing hope." Similarly, Solnit writes, "hope doesn’t mean 
denying these realities. It means facing them and addressing them." 
 
Look back at the definition of hope you wrote in your discussion post this week. Has it changed 
since you reviewed the Wave 2 videos and reading? How have Baiden, Solnit, and Gorman 
changed or challenged your ideas about hope? Support your main idea by writing about 
something have you become “brave enough to see” in the world recently. In other words, what 
problems or issues have you noticed that need to be or are being met with action? You might use 
the language from the last few lines of Amanda Gorman's poem by writing about the "shade," 
"light," "see[ing] it, and "be[ing] it" in relation to the problem or issue you are describing in this 
essay.  

 



Guidelines: 
Respond to the prompt in a roughly two-page essay. Your ideas should be clear and well-
organized, but the writing doesn’t have to be near perfect. 

Your first paragraph should serve as your introduction. The last sentence of your introduction 
should be your thesis statement or main idea.  
 
While they will not read your work, your classmates are your intended audience. Like you, they 
will have a strong familiarity of the required materials and the course theme, so while 
paraphrasing is important summarizing all three works is unnecessary. You may use quotes from 
Baiden's, Gorman's, and Solnit’s works, but do so sparingly and be sure to make it clear who said 
what. Remember, this paper is meant to serve as a representation of your ideas, not a reiteration 
of what the speakers say in their talks. 

Submit your response in a Word document. Your writing should be double-spaced. 

 

Criteria for Success: 
You do not need to submit written responses to these questions. Instead, refer to them often as 
you complete this assignment. These are the questions I will ask as your reader when I assess and 
grade your paper. 

• What is the main idea of my paper? How does it relate to the prompt? 
• How have I shown my own definition of hope as it relates to Baiden's, Gorman's, and 

Solnit's ideas? 
• To what degree do I show a strong understanding of the required materials? How 

deep did I go with my thoughts? How much detail did I use to support my ideas? 
• Will my reader be able to understand the ideas I am trying to convey? 
• If I used an online translator, have I had someone read my writing with me to make 

sure it will be clear to all readers?  

 

Video address:  

1. Poet Amanda Gorman reads 'The Hill We Climb' 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wz4YuEvJ3y4&t=351s 

 

2. Hope is a Verb | Fifi Baiden | TEDxLagunaBlancaSchool 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pgwFu4qfVVM&t=165s 
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